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| ExccTency the Lord Gillway, 


ONE OF 


The Lo2ds Jultices 
Of IRELAND: 


Js. Lord ! 


Aving of f late days been ſomething of a Travel 
ler, I happen'd to meet with the Famous Mon- 
fieur Henry Arnold, from whom I partly took 

Þ theſe following Stories of the Yauclois | ; being 

2 one of their Chief Commanders) in order to fit em for 

2 : the Inſtruction, Encouragement, and Advice of the Pro- 

> teſtants.of this Kingdom ; amongſt whom, Your Ex- 

i ; cellency has (ever ſince your fir Acceſſion here) acted 

7 with the univerſal Applauſe and Approbation both of 

FL = King and Countrey. And if the value of Offerings were 

© always to be anſwerable to the Greatneſs pf the Perſons 

'. unto whom they are preſented, I ſhould not care to make 

+ this Bold Attempt : But preſuming that your Excellency 

£ might be better acquainted with the Truth of this Re- 

jk + lation, than any other, ſave thoſe that were lately 

in | there in the very A&ion: I think it an Honour and a 

oY * Happineſs to have this opportunity of caſting it at your 

+4 Excellency*s feet, as the beſt Shelter or Patronage it ean 

> poſltbly meet with. I hope therefore, that the greatneſs 
| of my devotion, that hath no other way at preſent to 
"y manife#t 


as 


The Dedication. (. 
manifeſt it ſelf, will perſwade your Excellency, not only | 
to pardon my preſumption in the Dedication of t1:.; 
Ordinary Pamphlet, bur to condefcend to the Ac- 
ceptance of it, as being a true, tho a poor expreition of 
my Reſpe&s. And if it may be fo happy, as to give 
your Excellency the leaſt fatisfaGtion in the peruſal there- | Y 
of, I have my End in this rude Addre.s. So now, I F 
do with ail fubmiſon, relying partly on your Tavour 
and Goodneſs, aflume the boidaets to ſubſcribe my elf, 


MY LORD! | 
| = 


Your Excellency's Moſt Obedient F 


and Dewoted Servany, 


Y 


A. uae av: 
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PREFACE: 


Courtcous Reader, 


) Erhaps you may wonder that I put 2 Preface ts ſo ſmall 

a Painphlet; but my deſign herein 3s to let you underſtand 

that 11 this veſpett it would be as needleſs for ws to reckon up 
every particular Action that was perpetrated amongſt the Vau- 
dois, as it had been to give a minute account i holy Scripture 
of the tranja&tions of Chriſt and his Apoſiles , which, as it" 
faid, if 1t were done, the whole world would not be able to con- 
tain. I have therefore, for your better admonition, aad for bre- 
wity ſake, ſet down the moſt remarkable, and moſt aſtoniſhing 
relations : The truth of which is to be made appear (if you 
make but the leaſt mquifition) by many that are lately come as 
Refugees into theſe Kingdoms : And I muſt confeſs they are 
ſo flrange and wondrous, that they might be very well thought 
incredible, were it not that we all know that nothing 1s 1mpoſ- 
ſible with God, and that he does very often work marvellous 
things for the comfort and preſervation of thoſe that do uns- 
forgnedly ſerve, fear, truſt, and rely upon him. Aud there- 
jore, as we have undoubtedly Scripture enough to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation, ſo we have inſtances enough of the Popiſh Bar- 
barity, to make us careful (if 1t were for nothing elſe ) of our 
ſelf-preſervation : For what ether uſage conl{ we have expe- 
fed after a few days m this Rvadem, efpec..:ly if the Dia- 
bolical Party of Rome had im tye late Reign effefted their 
wicked and abominable d:fjgns > And what advantage can we 
propoſe to our ſelves in deſiring the Re-eftabliſhment of a Po- 
piſh Prince? ſeeing we that ave really Proteſtants, tan expeet 
1 2 #0 
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The Preface. 


9 other, than to loſe all that we now enjoy, even the liberty of 
our Religion? I hope, Reader, by this time, that you are ſei- 
ſible of my intention 1m ſending this abroad into the world , 
which, in ſhort, 1s not only to remind you of the former cruel- |. 
ties of our unreconcileable Enemies, but to pre-caution you a- F 
gainſt all their future Attempts, and to ſhew you what we may 
ſuffer and undergo, if ever we ſhould fall into their hands. 1 Þ+ 
{hall add no more here, but only T could heartily wiſh, that the |} 
people of England were as generally ſo well affetted with the þ 
preſent Government, as the Proteſtants are mm this Countrey: 

But I fear (if occaſion ſhould offer,they being ſo diſcontented mu- 
tmous, and diſaffetted) that they will give the Enemy too much 
opportunity of commtting a Rape upon our Priviledges. Which | 
1 pray God, if it be his holy will,timely to prevent. And now, (*- 
Reader, foy your better and further ſatisfattion, I refer you to © © 
the peruſal of the following Hiſtory, and remain 


Your Friend and Well-Wiſher, 


S. D. 


—_— ABR > 
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The late Brave Exploits of the 


V AUD ONE 


| HE Vaudsis are a People Inhabiting the Vallies of the 
Alpes between France and 1taly: They derive their 

Name from Ys a Valley, becauſe they are all Val- 

lies where they Inhabit, ſurrounded with high 

and ſteep Mountains ; and not from Perer-Waldo, as 

{ome imagine, a rich Merchant of Z:ons, who heing invited 
with others to a ſumptuous Feaſt, one of tie Company was 
{truck ſuddenly dead, which made ſuch an Impr« ſion upon the 
Mind of this ſober Man, that he went and ſold his Eſtate, di- 
ſtributed it to the Poor, and applied himſelf the reſt of his 
days not only to the ſtudy of the Word cf God, but alſo to 
the communicating and preaching it to others. It ſeems, by 
the Relation that we have from the Romiſh Writers of thoſe 
days, this Walds approved not the Errors and Corruption of 
the Church and Clergy of Rome : But in the beginning of thoſe 
Abominations, this good Man was one of the moſt remarkable 
Champions of the Truth, for he publickly declared againſt 
the horrid Abuſes at that time, and a little before crept into the 
Romiſh Church ; for which reaſon, being perſecuted by his 
Enemies, he fled into theſe Vallies, and was received as one of 
their moſt zealous and learned Preachers. lt is generally confeſt, 
and by all the learned Men in that Neighbourhood, that theſe 
Faudois never would ſuffer themſelves to be corrupted by, nor 
drawn into the Errors of the Church of Rome : And that from 
the time of the holy Apoſtles they have always been of the 
ſame Religion that they are of now. In the beginning of our 
zeneral Reformation we know that they readily embraced the 
Doftrines of Calvin and Zringlins, noted and famous Refor- 
mers 
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(#-) 
mers; and joyning themſelves to their Communion, hive ever 
lince been owned as Brethren. 

Now I judge, that tho*' there may have been in theſe Vallies 
always ſome profeſling their Religion, -yet I believe that this 
remote Corner of the World never began to be populous, and 
to be improved till about the Year 11co after Chriſt, whea 
the Romiſh Religion ſent ſuch vaſt Armics, pretendedly againſt 
the Infidels, to deſtroy the Albigenfes in Province, and the adja- 
cent Countries, The Remnant of theſe poor Chriſtians, veho 
eicaped from the Fury of the Sword, ficd into theſe Vallies na- 
turally fortified, and there ſuſtained themſelves and Families 
by their Induſtry and Labours, by improving and manuring 
every Corner in the moſt advantagious manner. However, it 
is moſt certain, that they and their Religion are very antient ; 
that none can find upon Record when they firſt began ; and 
that they have continued there never molelted till our lite Ages; 
that their former Princes were always very kind to them, and 
they very dutiful to the Dukes of Savoy. But about the Year 
1654. their Numbers being ſtrangely increaſed, ſome: of 
them, by the Bleſſing of God and their honeſt Labours, at- 
tained to that Wealth as to purchaſe ſome Eſtates in the lower 
Parts of Szvoy : Which being taken notice ot by the Enemy, it 
cauſed them to ſolicite the Duke to command them to go to 
Maſs ; upon their refulfal he baniſhed them out of their Habt- 
tations and Eſtates. Some of them in 1655. took up Arms, 
and couragiouſly defended themſelves againſt the Duke's Power 
aſhſted by the French: They killed in divers Rencounters ma- 
ny thouſand of their Enemies with little or no Loſs, and were 
ted by Capt. Zamerz and others. And it they had continued in 
a defiance of their Enemies, all unitcd together, they might 
probably have continued with Succeſs: But what ticir Adver- 
jaries could not accompliſh by Strength, they endeavoured to 
perform by Cunning, They pretend to grant them Peace, 
and under that colour they got unto their Vailiecs, burnt and 
killd thoſe pocr credulous People. Sir Szn#cl Aorland, lent 
thither by the late Protector Cromwe!, hath left us a Memoran- 
dam of the barbarous Crueltics of the Papiſts upon theſe poor 
naked Chriſtians - Some they broil'd alive, ſome they caſt into 
buining Furnaces, others they forc'd down the ſteep Reds 
ome 
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ſome they diſmember'd, others they dragg'd about the Streets 
with Mules and wild fJorſes till their Bratzs were daſf'd out, 0- 
thers they hang'd about the Gountry, In ſhort, whatſoever Bar- 
barity & Savage Cruelty could invent, they inflicted upon theſe 
innocent People. We have a Liſt of the Names of ſuch as ſuf- 
ter'd Martyrdom for their Religion, and were put to Death at 
that time by ſeveral kinds of Torments., At laſt the ſmall Re- 
mains took up Arms again, and retreated into the moſt fortified 
Places, where in ſight of their Enemies they continued till a 
Peace was mediated for them by the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, and the Switz Cantons. And this 15 remarkable, that 
tho* theſe poor Yaudois were always faithful to their Dukes, 
and never rebell'd againſt them tor all the Hardſhips thzt 
were put upon them til] denied the liberty of their Religion , 
yet their Enemies publiſhed abroad, that the Severity of their 
Treatment was for Rebellion, and not upon the leaſt account 
of Religion : Neither would they own any of the Crueltics 
exerciſed and committed by their Agents, as true. 

My purpoſe at this preſent is, to give a punctual account of 
what was acted amongf theſe our poor Brethren fince the Year 
1686. Some Years before, the violent Perſecution all over 
France had made a grievous Ravage and a terrible Deſtruction ; 
The French King had burnt up the Proteſtant Churches, iorc'd 
them to abjure and renounce their Religion, obliged them to 
£0 to Maſs, and Sign a Renunciation ; ſuch as refuſed were 
plunder*d by the Dragoons, or driven to ſeek Safety in foreign 
Countries. The Perſccation reſted not in France, but paſt over 
the Alps amongſt theſe FYaudois, who alſo felt the Cruelty of 
their reſtleſs Enemies. 

There were three great Vallies Inhabited by theſe People, 
to which belonged theſe ſeveral Churches here named. 

In the Valley of Lzcerne were Bobi, ilar, 12 Tour, Angrogne, 
St. Jo:n Roras, Praruſtin and Rocieplate, all populous Congre- 
gations, having their ſeveral Churches erected, and their ſeve- 
ral Miniſters, 

In the Valley of Perouſe were the following Congregations, 
Pramel, St. Germain, Vilar, Pinache, Lu Chappet, Pomme, and 
Aryers de Pinache, 


in 
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Tn the Valley of Sr. Afartin were theſe Churches, Le Ter: 
ple, Ville Seche, Rioclates, Bovile fict, Ia Maniiile, Maree Prals, 
and Rodercr. 

There is another Valley called Prazelar, but that is under 
the French Dominion, within the Prevince of Danphize, and 
not under the Duke of Savoy. 

The French King ſent to the Duke to require him to baniſh 
and perſecute his Subjedts in thele three Vallies - He hegan 
in obedience to the Orders of the Court of France, to deny 
them the Liberty of their Religion, and to command them 
to go to Maſs. When they could not comply with theſe 1n- 
iun&ions, they were ordered to depart out of their Countrey 
with their Wives and Children; and ſeveral other Severities 
were impoſed upon them. This happened about the ninth of 
Atay 1686. It is imagined that the French King, having vaſt 
Deſigns of invading /aly, was afraid that thele couragious 
Paudois would put a ſtop to the paſſage of his Troops in their 
March, which they could eafily do if they were but counte- 
nanced by the Authority of their Prince, and had but his 
Warrant to juſtify their Arms. *"Vhis fear being the more in- 
creaſed by the Odium the French King knew he had incurred for 
his Violences upon their Brethren of the ſame Religion, his na- 
tural Subjects, he ſought alſo their ruin, and ftrived to have 
them expelled out of theſe Vallies : for that intent Proclama- 
tions were diſpatch'd one after another in the Duke's Name, 
to command all thoſe that would not join to the Communion 
of Ry:2, to depart out of the Vallies within ſuch a time, 
When the Duke found no ready Obedience to his Orders, he 
marched with a conſilerable Army to oblige them by force. 
The Inhabitants at firſt began to reſift, and for three days de- 
fended the Palſes againſt the Duke's whole Army, he bcing 
there in Perſon at Argropne in the Valley of Lucerne, Divers 
Skirmiſhes happened b:tween them,where many of the Duke's 
Army were killed, but very few of the Proteſtants. At the 
ſame time another Brigade of French under a French General 
aſſaulted the YVaudois of St. Germain with no ſucceſs. They 
defended themſelves ſo well, that neither the Duke, nor the 
French Forces could make any Progreſs againſt theſe Country- 


Pcople. At laſt the Duke ſent to parley with ſome o_ 
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Chictrains, and by tair mcans perſwaded them to yield to this 
Mercy, with promites of Kindneſs and Liberty : But as f50n 
aS his Troops were cntred into the. Valleys, and ha! polleſt 

hemſelves of the ſtrong places, they plundered the Gouds of 
the Inhabitants, and crove them away In great companies, ard 
fot them, the Men and the Women, with their little Infants, 
into thirteen Priſons : Two thonſand of the bigger Children 
were violently taken from their Parents, and difpcizd of at 
the pleaſure of the Commanders. In the Priſons they were 
famified to death, killed with cold and waat, denied all con- 
veniences of Life, and ſeveral were by crucl uſage deſtroyed - 
infomuch that within a few weeks eleven hundred of theſe 
poor Naked Wretches, who had been ſtript by the Army of 
their Clothes, plundered of their Subltance and Eſtates, and 
reduced to a ſad Condition, died milerably, And to haſter: 
their Deaths, and leſſen their Numbers, they made uſe of fe- 
veral violent methods. They fed them with Bread and Wa- 
ter, and mingled amongſt the Bread hot Lime, to burn thei: 
Guts, and poyſon them. Some were put to death in Priſon by 
itrangling, and ſome by other kinds of Barbarity, It may be 
theſe particulars were concealed from the Duke's knowledge - 
But there was nothing of Inhumanity left unpractiſed on theſe 
unhappy people when they were In their Enemtes hands. 
There wanted not Agents, excited by a Popiſh Zeal, to 
afflict and perſecute, to torment and plague theſe poor Chri- 
ſtians. 

When the Duke heard of the great Mortality that was 
amongſt theſe poor people, for fear the reſt ſhould all pe- 
Tiſh in their Confinement, and bring an Odium vpon him and 
his Government, or from ſome other Motive, it may be 
ot Compaſſion, hz ordered the Priſons to be opened, and com- 
manded them all in the depth of Winter to depart forthwith 
out of his Dominions : They marched naked and halt ſtarved, 
fick, and in a lamentable condition, to the City of Gerev.;, where 
the Gitizens ſhewed them all the Kindneſs and Compaſtion of 
Brethren : They immediately clothed them, received and har- 
b-ur'd them in their Houſes, fed and healed them that were 
wounded, and provided for them in the beſt manner that their 
+ .lities and Circumſtances would permit. Their Charity to 
B theſe 


( 10 ) 
theſe poor Proteſtants was moſt remarkable, and much 
taken notice of by the FrenchKing end bis Agents, who were 
10 angry art their civil Reception, that they ſignified to the 
Mapiftrates that it was their King's Plealure they ſhould 
ſend away all thoſe Refugees out of their Territories. Thus 
did the French Cruelty follow them into foreizn Countries. 
The poor Souls were driven from thence into Switzerland, 
where the Cantons were fo kind that they entertain'd them, 
and provided for them all Neceſſaries during three Years and 
a half: And tho the Country is but poor, they willingly ex- 
tended their Charity to theſe diſtreſſed Proteſtants in a nota- 
ble manner, till they reſolved to return by force into their 
Vallies 
But one Paſſage I muſt not forget, of the extraordinary Va- 
lour and Reſolution of forty two Men in the Valley of Lucern, 
and twenty five others in that of Sr. AZartiz, who ſeeing what 
Cruelties were exerciſed by the Army againſt their Nejgh- 
bours and Brethren, and what they were likely to expe& from 
the inraged Papiſts, it they ſhould fall into their hands, agreed 
together to poſt themſelves in ſome place of difficult accels, 
and there to ſell their Lives at a Gear rate, not out of any 
hopes of Safety or Eſcapes. Accordingly with their Arms and 
Ammunition the two Partics got away from the furious Army 
entering into the Vallies. And when they where allaulted, 


without the loſs of one Man, they killed fOme hundreds of the 


Enemy - $9 that the French and S2va yards deſpaired of being 
able to force them. At lat by the Duke*: orders, his Cficers 
began to treat with them to ſurrender ; Articles were azrecd 
vpon, that they ſhould be all fatoiy conducted through the 
Duke's Territories with Bags and B:ygage, and with NEAT 
Arms, and provided with all uhinss 1: rag for their Paiſſag, 
as far as the City of Geneva, And becan = were 12- 
fiolved not to truſt the Faith o! Papiſts upon their bare Paroie, 
they required Hoſtages, which alls were gran ed), to fecur2 
the pericrmance of the Articles, A rea Pvt C itt '38e, aud 
a brave R:folution ! What might 15r all the Infobitants of 


thoſe Vallics have Gone, if they Nud Gut Taken te Ye Bea- 
ſures !n the begirulug before the Ara ny had ciitci'd, and be- 
force they had becn plynder'd au ruined I now 10 realon 
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for 2 Community of men to deliver themſelves to an ap- 
parent death ani deſtruction, as in ſuch a caſe as this, upon 
the account of Loyalty to their Prince. *Tis a real betraying 
the true Cauſe of God and Religior, to ſuffer our ſelves to 
be exterminated and expelÞ'd out roof a Countrey and Nation 
by Papiſts, when we are in a power to defend our ſelves : 
And not to make uſe of the opportunity, when God, Pro- 
vidence, and the pro of the Land tinable us, and Neceſlity 
requires us to employ it, is a folly, if not a madneſs, that no 
pretence of Conſcience or Loyalty can excti to, Martyrdom 
is only ſeaſonabl: when the Publick 1s not concerned, and 
we ere fingled out by Providence to ſrai the Truth of our 
Frofeliion. But hall a Kingdom or publick Society forſake 
their S4tcty and Religion, and deliver all that is ſacred and 
dear unto them in the World, and their Wives and Chil- 
drens Lives and Conſciences into the barbarous hands of a 
company of unreaſonable Men, warranted by a bigotted 
Prince ? Shall we forget all our Obligations to God and 
Nature, and ſuffer a fooliſh Loyalty to carry us away to a 
certain Deſtrution, when we may lawfully .prevent it by 
Reſolution and Courage ? whatever have been the Dottrines 
Preached and Publiſhed in the former Reigns, of Non-refiſtance 
and Paſſive Onedience : I conld never underſtand that Chriſt 
and his Bleſſed Apoitles had ever'a defign to make us ſuch 
Fools in Religion. Indeed Reaſon and Chriſtianity teach us, 
that we are to prefcr 2 greater Intereſt to a leſſer, the Peace 
and Qui- t of the Pubiick tO Our OWN Satety and Preſervation : 
and that when it is the Will of Providence to feparaie us 
to be Martyrs, we are then to expreſs our Courage in ſuffer- 
ng patienily, a3 well as we onght 11 other cales to expreis It 
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Men who were ſtoned, were ſawn a-funder, were tempted, 

were ſlain with the Sword, and wandered abont in Slieeps- 

Skins and Goat-Skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. 

To make all Chriſtianity to conſiſt in a fooliſh ſuſfering, in 

an unreaſonavle Patience, is to make us forget and neglect 

two capital Vertues that we are by - the Rules of our holy 
Religion to practice and obſerve, I mean Prudence and 
Fortitude. Beſides, the Succeis with which God is pleaſed to 
crown the vertuous and reſolute Endeavors of his couragious 
Servants, as in the caſe of this handful of Men, who by their 
Valour purchaſed to themſeves Safety beyond expectation, 
is no {mall Encouragement to their furviving Brethren, to 
foilow their vertuous Example in ſuch caſes, and in times 
of danger, *Tis uſual, I confeſs, for the Idolizers of Sove- 
raign Power to brand ſuch Men with Rebellion, becauſe they 
would willingly exerciſe their Tyrannical Pleaſure upon them 
viithout controu], and at a cheaper rate. But if we take no- 
:1ce that the moſt innocent Actions, and the nobleſt Deeds 
are uſually ſullied over and black'd by the Envy and Malice 
of Men, we ſhall find reaſon enough to exempt from this 
imputation a great -many, and theſe Kingdoms 1a general, in 
relation to the late Revolution, When Necethty, Selt- 
preſervation, and the Vindication of the Laws and Religion 
of a Country in viſible danger to be over-turned, drive Men 
and a whole Nation, and thoſe who are intruſted with the 
Government as well as the Prince, to ſeek a Remedy in Arms. 
Can ſuch an A& be charg'd with Rebellion? All Oppoſition of 
iawful Monarchs in their illegal Commands, is neither rebellious 
n0r criminal before God. A whole Nation ought not to be 
ſacrific'd to the Fury and Pleaſure of one Man, who by the 
reaſonable Conſtitution and Intent of all Government, owes 
nimſelf, Life and Family to the Publick Good of the Com- 
munity. But this is a Digreſſion from the Subject in hand, 
only to vindicate theſe poor Men, and our prefent Govern- 
ment from the baſe Calumnies of our Adveriaries at home 
and abroad. I return to my Relation. 

Theſe two and forty, and five and twenty, having, thus fecu- 
red themſelves by Hoſtapes that were delivered to them by tlie 
Duke's Order, they joyn'd together, and were fately conducted 

to 
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C143 
to Geneva, Where they continued, till with the ref o! thei 
Brethren they were conveyed into Smtitrl;1d, and kindly cn- 
tertained by tbe Proteſtant Cantons, Byflr, Bern, and Ziuricl: 
But their own daily Neceſlities, and the Poverty of the Coun- 
ty, numerous Inhabitants, tho civil, and extreme charitable 
to thein, could not but make them think of tranſplanting them- 
;clves into ſome other Country. Providence offered them a 
t.tr Invitation to return into their Valiies: The Duke of Savoy 
11ding the Deſigns of France tending to the Oppreſſion of 
il the Neighbouring Princes, was inclinable to favour the 
Confederates againſt tne exorbitant Powe r of Lew's, tho he de- 
cared not himſelf *ill afterwards, and by that means he was 
19t averſe to the Reſtoration of the Yaudvis, and per! 1aps Wits 
ling of the Afiitance of ſuch brave Men ag ainſt P; 'anervl, and 
other adjacent Gartifons under the Ficach juriſdi? Xion, About 
lix hundred of theſe / auto, 5 got together privately in 4 Wood 
of Sw utzecrland, commoniy called Nigns, Where they _— 4 
and rendevouzed, and choſe a Perſon of known Zeal, Skill. 
Integrity and Courage, whoſe Name, for his Valour and Suffer. 
ings, delerves to be tranlinitted to Poſterity  *twas a Minitter 
at their Vallies called Monſieur Hery Araild, who was fur- 
named £42 Tow; Be firſt took an occaſion to lay before them. 
the Grueity of their Enemies, the Neceſlities to which thev 
2nd their Families were reduced, the Opportunity of recovering 
thetr own Country, the Cowarditle and Crulties of their Ad- 
hem, their own former Succelles and brave Exploits, and 
the Blefltiag of God that would intallibly ſecond their verruous 
and lawtul Endeavors : And by this Diſcourſe, and by a zea- 
ious Prayer to God to aſliit them in their need, he animated 
them in ſuch a manner, that they reſoived to vyajuc neither 
Numbers nor Enemies, but to march againſt ail Oppot:ton, 
They were privately furnifthed by the Agents of lome of the 
Con ederates, then in that Country, with Arms and Amimii! 
lou, and with Barks to carry them over the Lake Zumnrc, Ot 
of Gerieva , that they might go the ſtraighteſt and moſt provavic 
Yay lnto "their Valles. It was then the Month of Aw #7 when 
they were trani ported over the Water into the French Domt- 
nions t1ato De nphitus'- The Country tcox; the Alarm at the 
LANUINS of ſr 1 i442) LY SOT Men; and tne Maraquits FE la Noche 
Frenc! 


( 14 ) 
French Commander, having notice of their Deſign, got together 
about three or four thoutand of the Regular Troops, belies 
the Militia of the Country to ſtop their Paſſage : Accordingly 
he poſted himfelt behind Retrenchments, at a noted Bridge over 
which they muit needs pats, which ieads over the River La 
Doire, the Name of the Bridge is Saleberrram in Daupnine, The 
Marqueſs waited for them 1n his haTy Fortifications with all his 
Men, being Infantry, ready to diſpute the Pallage. Monſieur 
ae 1: Tour the General, or Colonel of the Faxdois, had divided 
his handful of Men into Companies, and appoltuted over each 
ſuch relolute and ſtout Officers as” could act as well as ſpeak, 
and ſhew an exainvyle of undaunted Conrage to the reſt. The 
diſpute laſted fone hours between tne Marqueſs and the Vaudo:s, 
but at laſk Monſteur de {a Torr marches over the Bridg, and at 
the head of his Party forces their Trenches, wounds the Mar- 
queſs in two places in his right Arm, kills about 509 Men, and 
diſables about as mary more, and forc'd ali the reſt to run 
away to fave themſelves. The Marqueſs fled to Br:a»/er ; but 
thinking himicif not ſafe fo near the ViRtors, and fearing per- 
haps that they would attempt to plunder a neighbouring Town, 
he palſed thence to Ambran, afterwards to Gap, and from thence 
went to Grenyble to be cured of his Wounds, and ſecure him- 
ſelf. The /"ax4oi5having clothed themſelves with the Spoils of 
the dead and wounded,proceeded in thei; Journcy, having loſt 
in this Action only 22 of their Number : to vifivie, or rather 
miraculous was the Hand of God in their Pretervation ! They 
might have taken and plundeerd the next Towss fortaken by 
the fl; ing, Marqueſs, but their purpoſe was not to inrate other 
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Meis Rights, but only to recover their own, Ifvy march: 
after they had refreſhed themitlves, and taken care of thir 
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wounded Comrades, ſtraight ts the Valley of Pros 7, which 


we tvid you was within the French Dominos 1n 7a pe, 
They met with no Oppobtion atter the Victory, win: conn 
their Paſſage to the Valley of Sr. Aarti, wire the $ivity ards 
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having the advantage of narrow Pa!t1ges and fterp ning, 
began to oppoſe them at the Entrance of the \' icy. For 
when the Vaudors had been expcll'd, thor Lins wort fly awd 
delivered over to other Subject. of the #3. $5336 took 
Foſlitſhon of their Houſes ani Habiteiions., a4 tad owed 
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15 ) 

their Lands with Corn ; but defore they could reap and carry 
it away, theſe unwelcome Gueſts, the old Proprietors, came back 
to remove them, and drive them out, notwithſtanding all the 
POTION Monſicur La Tory with his ſtout Party recovers {ir{t 

21] the Valley of St. 2artin, and commanded from thence the 
Uſurpers and Strangers ; and having cleared that Valley, he 
went from thznce to Lucern and Perouſe, and within a few Gavs 

'tis almoſt incredible) maugre all the oppoſition of the Fren! 
Paoiins and the Inhabitants of Savoy, this ſm21} Company, w 
little loſs of Men gained. 21] their Vallies, drove from thence 
Papiſts with their Prieſts and Fryars, to the great udmiration of 
their Neighbours. Xerophon's March through Aſre: | is not more 
wonderful than this of Monſienr La Toxr into the Vallies of 
Piedmont, Monlieur de Chatill5ns Eſcape and ſafe Retreat with 
his brave Companions through the middle of France, after the 
total defeat of the Germ» Army,in the day of Henry the Third, 
related by Davila, is not more ſtrange than this,nor to be com - 
pared to the Succeſs of Monſieur L. Tor - To encounter with 
tuch a ſtrong Oppoſition, ſo numerous a Party, with ſuch a 
diſadvantage of a River and Trenches, and a narrow Bridg, 

to overcome ſich vaſt Nambers with ſuch a handful of Men, 
and with fo ſmail a 1of5, we muſt needs confels that the Action 
31S VNACC2Untabie, ir it were not that we know that all Victory 
depends upon God, and that he can give it to a ſmail number 
as well as a great, and that Bullets have their Commiſſion 
from above, and FOO without a Warrant from him who dil 


poi-s of our Lives, they cannot harm us. Now we muir take 
notice, that th eſe © abbans Men kaving a good Cavlſe took good. 
me ail res : They had 2 Law amonglt themielves not to moleſt 


or tut any Yat ſich as oppoſed them in their March, nev-"r to 
ſtrike the firſt ftrokxe, but to be upon the defenſive part, an? ” 
pay For whatever they took from the Country Peuple, "$0 
f 


be wecbhs OR loft not fo much as a Hen or a Cock inal, we 
March. As 00D 2S they were arilived, and lad ariven aw he 
Strangers, tHey began to Preach again ia their ſeveral C Qurches. 
e's fo Tor 23S the firſt who, having reſtored them 3 


2 [Divine pn ven to their « Country, bezan with a Thank. 
giving Serinon to the Lord of Victory, anud concluded wth 
an Exiortation {9 continue ſftovt and Reafalt to thetr we on 
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by 
alld Cauſe, Now theſe Ch —__ had been converted by tie 
Papiſts to the ſay 11g of Maſs, which Abomination was by their 
recovery of the Vallies totally excluded, 

This ffrange Attempt and wondertul ſucceſs of this little 
Nuyrher was heard at the Court of France with amaze ment, 
3:1 the Duke of $:70y coutd not but be ſtartled at it, But Or- 
gors were innicclately given to aſſiſt the Duke in expelting 
t5oje new Guelits, ' Nonkonr Carat the French Gencral lad 
3 Command to fea Vrovps to joyn with the Duke's Party : 
He iont a Reinforce ment of men conliderable. When the 


"a {is heard of the coming of ſuch a ftrong Party, ſome ou! 
&7 forr, having, been Subje&3 of France, deſerted and Went a- 


Wa from the Buly ; and the reſt conſidering their number, 
winch was but few, for there remained but 357, and of then: 


LNere Were 12, very ' old Men, and 14 Youths, and ſome Conn 

try Fellows, who never handled Gun nor Sword, to fecur« 
the MUICLVES, retreated to the ſtrongeſt place they could think 
a9n, which was in the Valley of Sr. 2artin, a certain Monn- 
tain not far from the Borders of Frazce, named Bulſille, where- 
on the top they began to intrench themiclves with three or 
four Retreachments one within another, and there they dig'd 
Habitations in the ground to ſhelter them from the Cold 
and the Snow, having Palliſado's round to deferd themſeves 


when they ſhould be affaulted, and to prevent ſuuucn A' cernpts. 


*T'was not long before they ſaw the Enemy ma-ching againit 
them: But in this place they continued about eight Months 
with continual Skirmiſhes with the Fre:ch. They cominonly 
reckon eighteen ſeveral Aſſaults chat were made upon them 
with Regular Troops, and they as often defended themiclves 
with good Succelis 
*Tis remarkable that the Enemy never came upon them, but 


left behind four or five hundred dea4 or Cifabled, but the 


Vzndois never had above three or tour killed and wounded. 
Now *tis ſtrange that ſuch a fnall Party, who had no dependance 
upon any earthly Power, nor no expectation of Aſſiſtance 
but from God, ſhould andertake an open War againit two 
powerful P::i:jces united, of Savoy and France,and in ach a place 
that they couid never think of eſcaping, but muſt in all Pro- 
bability be cut in pieces: Yet ſuch was their Succets, and the 
Divine 
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Divine Preſervation, that the Power of Fravce and Savoy nevei 

A attempted upon them, but went away with conſiderable loſs. 
” Nay, when they ſaw that their Muskets made no Impreſſion up- 
| on them, they cauſed their Cannon to be brought from Pigners/, 
and in five hours time diſcharged againſt this handful of Pro- 
; teſtants 114 Cannon ſhot without the leaſt damage to any of 
them. 

'Tis to be obſerved, to terrify the Enemy the more, when 
they had beaten them off, the Yandois did not only ſtrip the 
Dead, and take the Plunder of the Field, but they uſed to cut 
off the Heads of the deltroy'd Enemy, and ſtick them round 
the Palliſado's, that their Comrades might perceive their loſs, 
and ſce what they were to expect from ſuch brave men. 

We mult not torget a wonderful A& of Providence in pro- 
viding tor thete poor people in ſuch a barren Countrey. The 
Savoyards had fown the ground with Corn before their depar- 
ture, but could have no-time to reap the ſame, becauſe of the 
unexpected coming of theſe unwelcome Gueſts, who drove 
them immediately out; they found therefore a great quantity 
of good Corn not reaped, which, as they had occaſion for it, 
they took to ſuſtain themſelves : But when the Enemy came 
Ws upon them they had not time to make Proviſkon ; fo that their 
4 chief bulinels was to handle their Arms, and to defend them- 
telves in their high Retreat. And by the great providence of 
God it happened the Corn remained al] the Winter upon the 
ground, Where they found it always fit tor Service when they 
wanted ; nay,fome, they affirm, continued 18 Months without 
any damage, both Wheat, Rye and Barley they gathered in 
F.bruary, March and Apriltollowing, and made good Bread of it 
to their great comfort & ſatisfaction, This Is atteſted by Mon- 


LE 


| ſieur Ar:0/4 8; others. By this we may ſee what God can do for 
2 the Aſſiſtance and Relief of his People who truſt ia him. 
; And it happened before they gathered the laſt, that a Snow 


fell upon the ground and Corn, 1nd cover'd it, but after follow- 
{1 ſome vUry and hot Breez:s that hardned the Corn, and 
it fit for their occalicns tn the Months of April and May : 
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#3 
Supply from the Neighbourhood, being beſieged by a power- 
ful Army. 

Now in theſe ſeveral Aſlaults Monſieur Catinat himſelf came 
ſeveral times, and Monhcur Ferguieres, two of the chief GCom- 
manders of the French Army, with conſiderable Partics to 
aſſault and root out this {mall handful of Men. - At laſt there 
came an Order from the Court of France to make another At- 
tempt upon them, and to deſtroy them, and give no Quarter. 
In order to fich a Delign Monſieur Parar, a boid and reſolute 
Officer of the French Army, was nominated to Command the 
Party, Before their departure from Pignerol, they cauſed to be 
p: oclatmed about the City, That if any would have the Satif- 
faction to {ce the laſt of the B.-bers (a Nick-nime given to 
the Pardois, becauſe they uſed to wear long Beards) that they 
ſhould go into the Vallies about the next day at Noon, and 
there they ſhould ſee them all hanging by Couples together - 
For that purpoſe Monſieur Pare had provided and brought 
with him a Hangman from P:7»erol with a great many Ropes, to 
execute theſe poor Men. The Enemy was ſo numerous, that 
they ſurrounded the Mountain of Balſille, and came upon theſe 
Jiſtreſled Proteſtants from all parts at one time; yet they 
manfully defended themſelves all day, and at a certain Avenue 
they caſt down ſome Trees with the Boughs towards taz Eue- 
my, having filled up the Iatervais between the BRuighs with 
great Stones. Monſicur Parat at the head of his Company 
came furiouſly on, but being deſperately wounded, he himſelf 
was taken Priſoner, and about 1590 killed upon the place, 
with loſs of two killed, and two or three diſabled cf ine 
YVaudois : Whereas at the Aſſauit Orders were yiven to ſpare 
none, and to allow ns Quarter. The French never attempted 
upon them under 12000 Men, yet ſo wonderful was God's 
Protection, that all their Endeavours were to no purpoſe. 

But theſe poor Creatires thus belieged, when they ſaw 
themſelves ſurrounded by the Enemy, after they had ſtoutly 
defended themſzclves a whole day, rcſolved upon a ceſperate 
Attemt to eſcape in the night out of their Faſtneſs by the 
moſt private way - And they were encouraged to this Under - 
takivg by the joyful News thai their Duke had declared for 

the Cuntederates, To put this Delign in execution,they = mn 
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Call 
their march in the dead time of the night, over high Rocks 
and Mountains, where they were obliged to litt up and hand 
one another : lt had been dangerous to go that way in the day- 
time, but much more in the night; yet ſo fayourahle was 
God to theſe his diſtreiſed Servants, that they eſcaped ſafe, 
without any damage, over this ſtrange way, and within Piſto]- 
ſhot of ſome of the Enzmies Guards, unperceived : They 
marched with all ſpeed over the tops of the Mountains to 
Roderet, ani from thence to Prals and Pramol, and from thence 
to Lucern, where they met with Aſſiſtance - for when their 
Brethren had underſtood by the common Fame of their brave 
Actions, and that they were eſcaped out of the hands of thei: 
Enemies, there came to thein to make up the number of be- 
tween three or four thouſand into the Valley of Lucerzr. 
With this number they ſtopt the Progreſs of the French Ar- 
my of Monſieur Catinat, and kept them out of the low Coun- 
trey till a greater Reinforcement came from France : They 
were ſo ſtout and couragious, that they obliged all the French 
Gountrey, as far as Ambrun in Daxphine, to pay them Contribu- 
tions. They levied yearly 1.4000 Livres, with which Money they 
tuſtained themſelves during ſeven years that they were engaged 
againſt the French. Neither could the French Army make any 
progreſs into Savoy; for from Nice to Pignerol all the pallages 
were kept by theſe YVaxdois and French Refugees, It the reſt 
of the Confederate Army had behaved themſelves in the ſame 
manner, not one French-man had eſcaped alive out of that 
Country. The Duke of Savoy acknowledg'd that they had done 
him great Services, that they were brave and worthy Men : 
Yet now at the Command oi the French Court, he hath iiTued 
forth his Proclamations, to order that all ſuch Perſons as were 
nIt born within the Vailies of L#cerz and Sr. Martin, ſhould 
within two Months depart out of the Gountry with their 
\Wives and Children, and that ail Proteſtants ſhould within 
the ſame. time leave the Valley of Peroz/ſe. Upon this Order, 
3200 Prepared themſclves to depart; for it was a valg Preſump- 
tion to think to defend themſelves any longer agaialt the Power 
of France united with Savoy, They lcft therefore the Country, 
and march'd with their Familics to their ancienteſt and molt ſafe 


Retreat, viz. to Geneva, and from thence they returned into 
GAY SWwtier = 


rr ey net EAGER Ip ont” 2s — TY" 20 17 BR 


44 
L- Se IA om wy & = « EC Y 
-o = "ERTY Fg F. - . 3. tn S p; - CE III FILA 
<F " ES I =4 / a 4 » 5 ” ' — —— 
- —225% A X _ a Noe hd ay 0 *4 _" es fx _—_ * 
o d —” » - 2 < + en 0 On ro_g 
al JI - - - <> <a, ON - 4 = PERS.x + Q ITS % 
- -» a4 _ ” 5h ” . - 6 NF nodes ; gt pred bes — at's > 
Fo ol ; a > SD ors V 
I ITIOE 5. : w-. us . BE 


8G SCRA” 
FP ds a 


a ner pr cf gt 


x 
* 2 
ad. > > 
= 
”- 


- 
_—_ 


I on de 45 anbwgngnt,r yg, rw = a 
- _ * . bs _— - 
% 4 


Es 


—_ 


OS III 


+ oo 
58::2e7 1nd, where being too numerous for that barren Conntry, 
they made their Addreſſes to the Proteſtant Princes of Exvope, 
They of Germary have invited them to come and inhabit their 
Country, The Duke of Wirtemberg and Darmſiadr, and tte 
Prince of 7efſc-Cafſit have ſent for them, and promiled to al- 
LOW them Ha bitations where they may live with freedom of 
Conicience: Several Families are therefore departing to IW'-- 
remborg, to Darmſtadt, to Haimtorg, to Hawver, toHeſſe-Caſſe!, 
and to Brandenbing, to Re- people certain Places and Villages 
deſtroyed during the late War with France, For ſach has 
becn thor Rage and Fury in that miſerable Country, not only 
to put to Death the Inhabitants in divers places, but alfo to 
burn the Houſes; and many flouriſhing Towns and Citics have 
becn reduced to Aſhes: Spires, Mankeiw, Heildelverg, and others 
are Witnelles of the French Barbarity. 

The number of thele our Brethren, who are now intending, 
to tranſplant themſclves into Germany are reckofied to be about 
ſeven or eight thouſand Men, Women and Children : for they 
are not only of the Vallies, but other French Refugees of Frarce. 
who have torſaken, and are fled out of their Country for Con- 
icience and Religion ſike. We muſt take notice that yet in 
te Vailies there remains about ſix thouſand poor Proteſtants 
ander a grievous Oppreſlion, at the Mercy of their Enemies, 
in continual fear of courſer and more ſevere Uſage from their 
unreconcileable Enemies of Fome, 

When we confider how fincere and ſtedfaſt they have been 
to our Religion, and their great Sufferings from time to time 
for their Profeſſion, we have reaſon to eſteem them. 'lis to 
be proved by Record, that the Inhabitants of theſe Vallies 
have ſuffered three and thirty Perſecutions for their Perſuaſion 
againſt Popery. And their Courage in their Defence hath 
been ſo remarkable, that tho* Orders were ſent from the Court 
of France t9 extirpate the Memory. oi the LYaudor, they re- 
ited ſo maniuliy, and prevailed with that Succelis, that Ca- 
nat the French General vas forced to ſend tiiem a Cartel, and 
grant them Articles of War as to Sovercigit Princes, So that 

when about 14 of their Brethren were taken Prifoners 1n a 
certain = rmiſh, they hearing they were inrcatned with Exe- 
EUtIOR a 4 hanging, ſent word to the ©:cuch Officers, that at 

they 
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tiey ſhould put them to deat h, they would likewiſe hang 
tnirty of the French then in their Cuſtody; which Mellaze 
put a ſtop to their Cruelty, and obliged the Freach to con- 
ſent to an Exchange; by this means they were ſent out of the 
French Prijons without the leaſt harm or damage. 

Thus raving given you a brief and true, tho a ſtranze and 
W onderful | account of the late Tranſuftions, and brave 
'xploits of the F.nido: 5, I ſhall only give -you. this ſeaſonable 
Adgvice, for your bett or Encouragment to imitate the worthy 
Ex2 mples of theſs Couragions Men, in ſtanding up for your 
Religion and Cauſe, whenever the like occaſion may rappe 
2MONg Us. 

Now, to apnly tne caſe nearer home to your ſelves, and the 
DOetter m0 prompt you to ſuch an important undertakin Y 
tink 1t not impertinent to renew your Memorics with a few 
{ances of the barbarous Murders, and ſavage Cruelties, which 
by tne it nit gation of the Popith Party. have in this Kingdom 
been without the leaſt bowels of Mercy, Compaſkon or Pitty, 
moit alias committed on ſome ot your innocent fore- 
Fathers; cſpecially about the year forty one, ſtill freſh in the 
memory of many now living; when by the greateſt Villanies 
poilibly to be contriv'd, there was no leſs than 200090 Pro- 
teltants, 11 cold blood, 'meerly cheated out of their precious 
lives : as in the caſe of thoſe poor ſouls that were forc'd into 
the 5/ack-I ter ; where, when any attempted to fave them- 
felves by ſwimming, Villains on ſhoar, with clubs, and great 
{toncs, daſ't out their brains. And it cannot be unknown to 
us, how cruelly many of our own Fathers, and others of our 
neareſt Relations, have in theſe later days been treated by the 
Iriſh, even to the loſs of their lives and ſi.bfance. New, it the 
Caſe was carried thus furiouſly on, when things remain'd pre- 
carious and uncertain ; pray conſider, what might have been 
expetted, had Popery prevalld among us ; or what we muſk 
look for, if ever it ſhould he reſtor'd here again, according to 
the daily expettation of thc Natives z and how ab{olu utely 
ncedful it is now, while opportunicy ſerves, effectu: = to ſup- 
preſs our Domeſtick Enemies, and to make the beſt provition 
{mazinable againſt al} future dangers and attemy ts, which 
'!14, be occaſion! cher by them 9! Others volt % it we 
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neglect fo do, we ſhall be unjuſt both to onr ſelves, and to eur 
Poſterity after ns. Now, I muſt confe, that none ( amongſt 
all the King's Subjeas) ſrem, or ought to be more ſerſible of 
the goodneſs of God in their preſervation, than you Gentlemen 
of this Countrey : wherefore, the better to confirm this OPi- 
nion that the generality of people do entertain of ns, let us 
evermore unite our ſelves in oppoſition to Popery, and be, as 
it were, one man in the important concernment of our com- 
mon Intereſt and Safety. 

In the firſt place, let us conſider and admire the great and 
miraculous Providence of God, in preſerving and railing up 
King Wilam for our happy Deiiverance from an Arbitrary 
Power, even at that very juncture of time, when our Lives, 
our Eſtates, our Liberties, our Laws, our Religion, and all 
that ſeem'd to contribute either to our Temporal or Spiritual 
Happineſs, lay at ſtake _ 

Secondly ; Let us continually meditate upon, and keep In 
our Remembrance his many wonderful Eſcapes (ſince his firſt 
Acceſſion to the Crown > from the bl»ody Conſpiracies of 
his malicious Enemies, which were ſo nearly eff<&ed upon his 
ſacred Perſon, that nothing but the infivite Wiſtom an4 Power 
of Almighty God could have diſcovered, or defeated them. 
In ſhort, let the ſenſe of theſe, and all other God's Favours 
to us, together with the ferveat Aﬀetions that are thereby 
kindled in ſome, tho not in all our Hearts, never cool, or fink 
down into Forgetfulneſs, or Ingratitude ; but rather let *em 
produce in every one of us ſuch firm Reſolutions of a future 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience, that we may conftaotly perſevere 
in the ſame; and in imitation of the Examples of theſe ſtout 
Vaudois, ſtani up tor the Honour of our Maſter Chriſt, when 
the Intereſt of his Religion fhall require it : for it ſ-enis it 
was not only for their felf-preſervation. that they bel ved 
themſelves thus couragiouſly, an.l that all theſe forementioned 
Seyeritics were impoſed upon them, but it was chicfly to vin- 
dicate th2 Truth of the Goſpel of our Lord J]:ſus, without 
the real doing of whici, we do not 1n the leaſt anſwer the pro- 
pitions Ends of Divine Providence to us, neither can we ever 
reaſonably expect any Favour at his hands. 
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us wholly abandon all thoſe Sins amongſt us, which do juſt- 
ly deſerve the Vengeance of an Offended God; perpe- 
tnally yielding unto our Gracious Soveralgn all true LoyMty 
2nd Obedience : ſo ſhail we: he the better qualified to mam- 
11:2 our Cauſe and Rights againſt all Attempts and Invaſions 
whatſoever and all our Undertakings of this kind will un- 
doubtedly be attended with a Divine Aſliſtance, 1 might add 
a great deal more upon this occaſion, but I ſhall omit it, and 


only tell you, that I admire at the Inconfiderancy of ſome cer- 


tain Men in E-g/aud, both of Clergy and Laity, that hore great 
{way in the late Reign, that were, and do ſtill ſeem to be 7ea- 
lous Profeſſors ct the Proteſtant Religion, yet do contipue ut- 
terly averſe to the preſent Government : Whatever may be in 
the minds of cicle people,God knows : but this is moſt certain, 
that by a Revolution, which tney and the Iriſh (without doubt) 
do ſo earneſtly deſire, we that are ſincerely of that Profeſſion, 
{tho unhappily under many titles & denominations) can expect 
no other than a total deprivation of all that we now enjoy. Let 
us therefore, I ſay, that are throughly ſenſible of the wonder- 
ful things (notwithſtanding our Unworthineſs, and many Pro- 
vocations / that God has all along done for us in our Preſerya- 
tion from our Enemies, remain grateful and obedient, and 
few forth his Praiſe trom Generation to Generation. Amen, 
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In order therefore to a buſineſs of ſo great Importance, Jet 
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